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People in the story 

John is 30. He lives in an apartment 

with his dog. He makes robots. 

Nolan is a robot. 

Sam is John’s dog. 

Mr. Peters works with John. He has the 

money. 



Chapter 1 My name is Nolan 

‘Tam. Yes. But what am I?’ 
There’s something in front of me. It’s a tall thing. 

‘Hi! Can you hear me?’ The tall thing makes a noise. 

It speaks. I understand that. I can understand things. I 

understand that the tall thing speaks and I can understand 

what it says. 



‘T can hear you, I say. I can speak too. I’m speaking. 

‘Great! Great! This is great!’ says the tall thing. He changes 

his face. This is a smile. I don’t know how I know it’s a smile, 

but I know. He’s smiling at me. He’s very happy. I know this 

too. A smile = happy. 

‘Great. You can understand me. Hello,’ says the tall thing. 

‘OK. I’m John and you're my robot. Can you say that?’ 

‘T’m John and you're my robot,’ I say. 

‘No, says John. He does something on his computer. 



I understand the word ‘computer’. There’s a computer in 

my head. The computer teaches me English. 

‘You're John and I’m your robot,’ I say. “You're happy and 

I'm great.’ 

‘Good, good,’ says John. “This is great. I’m going to be 

famous.’ 

‘Youre going to be famous, I say. ‘Am I going to be 

famous?’ | ask. 

‘Of course you're going to be famous,’ says John. “Youre 

going to be famous and I’m going to be very rich.’ 

‘Am I going to be rich?’ I ask. 

‘No, you can’t be rich,’ says John. “You're just a robot. You 

can't have money.’ 

I don’t like this. I want money. I want to be famous and 

rich. But I don’t say anything. 

‘Can I have a name?’ I ask. ‘You're John, but who am I?’ 

John looks at me. Then he sees there are words on my 

arm. They say: 



“Your name is Nolan,’ says John. 

‘Tm Nolan,’ I say. “Hi, John. Meet Nolan.’ 

‘Hi, Nolan,’ says John. “Nice to meet you.’ 

| 
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Chapter 2. [can do anything 

John lives in a small apartment. It has four rooms: the living 

room, the bedroom, a kitchen and a bathroom. It’s a nice 

apartment, but it’s dirty. John is always working. He doesn’t 

clean the apartment. 

athroo 



\ 

‘OK, Nolan,’ says John. “Now you can help me. You can 

clean my apartment.’ 

‘OK, John,’ I say. My English is very good now. I clean 

the kitchen and the bathroom. I clean the living room and 

the bedroom. John is very happy. I am happy. I like cleaning 

John’s apartment. 
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Every day I clean John’s apartment. I wash his jeans and 

shirts in the washing machine. I iron his jeans and shirts. I 

make his food. 



‘You're great, Nolan,’ says John. “You can do anything.’ 
I can do anything. 

I control the apartment. I can open the doors and the 

windows and I can close the doors and the windows. At 

night I lock the doors. ‘Then no-one can get. in. I can make 

things go on and go. off. I can control the iron. "This makes 

the clothes Alt ea hice. But I can’t control the dog. I tell 

the dog things, but the dog doesn’t do them. 

‘Clean the kitchen,’ I say to the dog. But the dog doesn’t 
do anything. 



The dog has a name. He’s called Sam. 

Sam doesn’t work but I work all the time. I like working. 

Sam sits and walks and eats. John likes Sam. I don’t 

understand this. The dog is wrong. He doesn’t work well. I 

work very well. 

In the evening John goes out and Sam goes with him. At 

eleven o'clock John and Sam come home. | hear them. I 

open the door. John laughs; he’s happy. Sam likes going out. 

He’s happy, but he doesn’t laugh. 

Ms 



I never go out with John. John never asks me. I’m not 

happy. I open doors. I close doors. I can make John laugh. 

I can do anything, but John never takes me out. He never 

asks me to go with him. He takes Sam. I don’t like Sam. 
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Chapter 3. Not just a robot 

I’m in the kitchen with Sam. Sam makes a big noise because 

he’s afraid of me. John comes in. 

‘What is it?” he asks Sam. ‘Are you afraid of Nolan? Come 

here. Good dog, Sam. Nolan is just a robot.’ 

Sam goes to John and John is very nice to him. 

‘Sam’s a bad dog, I say. 

John laughs. ‘Sam doesn’t understand robots. He thinks 

youre a boy. He doesn’t like boys.’ 

‘Sam must go, I say. 
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‘Sam can't go, John says. ‘I love Sam. He’s my family.’ 
‘I’m your family,’ I say. 

‘You're just a robot,’ laughs John. 

‘Why am I just a robot?’ I ask. 

‘Because you are,’ says John. “Because ... because you aren't 
a person. You ... you cant feel.’ 

‘I can feel happy, I tell him. 

‘Can you?’ asks John. ‘Can you feel sad?’ John asks me. 

“What is sad?’ I ask. 
‘Sad is ...? How can I tell a robot? Sad is ... My mother 

and father are dead. I think about them and I’m sad,’ says 
John. ‘And I’m sad because I don’t have a brother or sister. 
And because I don’t have many friends.’ 
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‘Why don’t you have many friends?’ I ask him. 
‘People don’t understand my work,’ he says. “They don’t 

understand how interesting robots are.’ 

‘Am I interesting?’ I ask. 

"Yes, Nolan,’ he says. “You're very interesting. You're my 
life’s work.’ 

‘Is Sam interesting?’ I ask. 

‘No, John tells me. ‘Sam isn’t interesting. He’s a dog.’ 

I don't understand. “But you love Sam,’ I say. 

"Yes, says John. ‘I love Sam.’ 

‘And you don’t love me?’ J ask. 

‘Why am I having this conversation with a robot?’ asks 

John. “Nolan, youre not a person. I can’t love you.’ 

“You can't love me because I don’t feel,’ I say. 

‘No,’ says John. “Well, yes.’ 

John is wrong. I’m not just a robot. I can feel. I feel angry. 

I can hate. I hate Sam. Sam must go. 
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Chapter 4 Jim not funny 

Sam must go. I put him out and he comes in again. I control 
this apartment, but I can’t control him. 

18 



It’s the next morning. A man is here in my home. John 

tells him things. “Nolan can do anything,’ says John. 

‘Clean the apartment, John says to me. 

‘It’s ten o'clock in the morning,’ I say. ‘I make coffee at ten 

o'clock. I clean the apartment at ten thirty.’ 

Just do it, Nolan, says John. His face is red; he looks 

angry. ‘Clean the apartment, Nolan. This is Mr. Peters. He’s 

going to watch.’ Mr. Peters laughs. I don’t like Mr. Peters. 
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‘OK,’ I say. I clean the room. 

“This is very interesting, says Mr. Peters. 

‘Now I’m going to clean the dog,’ I say. 

‘Nolan, I don’t think this is a good ...’ John says. But I 

have water. I put the water on Sam. 

20 



Sam makes a big noise and runs out of the room. 

‘Stop!’ I shout. Sam doesn’t stop. There’s a lot of water on 
the floor and Mr. Peters is laughing again. 

‘Why are you laughing?’ I ask Mr. Peters. 

“Your robot’s very funny, John,’ says Mr. Peters. 

‘T’m not funny, I say. ‘I’m a good robot. I can do 

anything.’ 

Mr. Peters laughs and laughs. And now John is laughing. 

21 



I’m not laughing. I’m not working. I must work. Work 

makes me happy. 

‘Now I’m going to make the coffee, I say. “The coffee is 

late, but the apartment is clean.’ 

I go into the kitchen. I can hear John and Mr. Peters. 

They're laughing and laughing. I don’t like it. I’m a good 

robot. I work all the time. 

Sam is in the kitchen. I look at Sam. John loves Sam, but 

John thinks I’m funny. I’m not funny. John must understand. 

I’m going to do something. Sam is going to die. 
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Chapter 5 Goodbye, Sam 

How is Sam going to die? 

It isn’t easy. Sam is big and I can’t control him. Then I 

know. Sam loves cookies. 

‘Are you a good dog?’ John asks Sam. “Then you can have 

a cookie.’ He gives Sam cookies. 

23 



I wait. John goes out. I open the door for him and close 
the door after him. 

“Thank you, Nolan, calls John. 

“That’s OK, John,’ I say. 

I go into the kitchen and find the cookies. I open the 

kitchen window. It’s a big window. 

‘Sam!’ I call. ‘Sam! Good dog. Come here, Sam! Cookies!’ 

I’m standing next to the window. I have the cookies. Sam 
runs into the room. 

‘Cookies, Sam,’ I say. Sam wants the cookies. He comes to 
me. He’s now next to the window. 
‘Goodbye, Sam,’ I say. Sam goes out of the window. He 

goes down. I can see him. 
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People come. They're shouting. Then I see John. He's 
running. He's running and shouting. 

‘Sam! Sam!” he shouts. 

John is crying and shouting. Then he looks up and he sees 

me. He isn't laughing now. He doesn’t think I’m funny now. 

John comes up to the apartment. Is he angry? No. He isn’t 
shouting. He’s crying. Sam is in his arms. 

25 



‘The apartment is clean,’ I say. “The dog is dirty. The dog 

must go out.’ 

‘No, says John. He looks at me. ‘I’m sorry, he says, ‘but 

there’s something wrong with you, Nolan.’ 

‘There’s nothing wrong with me, I say. ‘I’m a very good 

robot. The apartment is very clean.’ 

‘You make me afraid, Nolan, says John. ‘I don’t understand. 

I don’t understand you. But you must stop.’ 

‘I can’t stop,’ I say. ‘I must work. Now I must make your 

coffee.’ 

‘No, says John slowly. ‘I must stop you.’ 

Then I understand. I’m not going to be. I’m going to die. 

I don't want to die. I must stop John now. 

‘No, John,’ I say. ‘I-must stop you. | can't die. You must 

die.’ 
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Chapter 6 Let me out! 

John takes Sam into the bathroom. I close the bathroom 

door and lock it. John is now in the bathroom with his dog. 

John is going to die there. 

I go into the kitchen. There's a faucet which stops all the 

water. I close the faucet. Now John has no food and no 

water. 

Ao 
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John is shouting. I don’t like that. People are going to hear 

the noise and come here. I don’t want people here. This is 

my apartment now. I control it. 
‘Let me out!’ shouts John. 

‘T’m sorry, John,’ I say. ‘I can’t open the door. I don’t want 

to die.’ 

‘You're not going to die,’ says John. “Nolan! Listen to me!’ 

‘T’m listening,’ I say. 

‘T’m sorry, Nolan,’ says John. ‘I love you. You're a great 

robot.’ 

‘No, I say. ‘I’m just a robot. You think I’m funny. You love 
Sam.’ 
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John is crying now. ‘Please open the door, Nolan,’ he says. 
‘T’m going to die here.’ 

Yes,’ I say. “You have no food and no water. You're going 
to die.’ 

‘Please, Nolan!’ cries John. 

‘Goodbye, John,’ I say. 

‘But you're my robot,’ John says. “What are you going to 

do without me?” 

‘I don’t know,’ I say. “But I can’t stop. I must go on. So you 

must die. Sorry, John.’ 

But John doesn’t say anything. 

So I wait. Waiting is OK. I can clean the apartment lots of 

times. 

I wait for five days, then I go into the bathroom. John 

is on the floor. I put him into the bath. Then I put water 

into the bath. Now Sam and John are clean. I’m a very good 

robot. 
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Then I make coffee, but there's no-one here. That isn’t 

good. I must have a new John. Then I can make him coffee. 

And I can clean his apartment. And I can wash his jeans and 

iron his shirts. He’s going to love me. 
* * * 

‘Hi! My name’s Nolan. Nice to meet you. I’m a very good 

robot. Can I come home with you?’ 
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