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People in the story 

Grace is a girl in 1815, and then a 

girl in a picture. 

Sue is a young mother in 2001. 

Sammy is Sue's baby girl. 

Tommy is Grace's boyfriend. 

Mary is Grace and Tommy’s baby. 
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Chapter 1 Dont take my baby! 

Grace: 1815 

“Tommy! Goodbye. I love you!’ 

Tommy’s going away. He’s sixteen and he’s a soldier. He's 

going to fight Napoleon. 

I’m sad without him. But he’s going to come home to me. 

And we're going to marry and live here. We're going to be 

very happy. 



My name is Grace and I live in Norfolk. I’m sitting at the 

window and I’m waiting. Waiting for Tommy. 

I know a song. It’s a happy song and I like singing it. I’m 

singing it to my baby. My baby’s inside me, but she can 

hear me. I know that. I know she’s a girl. We're waiting for 

Tommy. . 

‘Your father’s going to come home, Mary.’ I call her 
Mary. I look out of the window. In my head I see him. I see 

Tommy and he’s looking at me. He has a red jacket and he 

looks very young. My Tommy. I sing, ‘My Tommy’s coming 

home to me.’ 



* * * 

It’s nine months now and the women are here. Mary is 

coming. The women are in front of my bed. 

‘Good girl, Grace,’ they say. Then they say, ‘And again. 

And again. That’s it.’ 

And out you come, Mary. You're very, very small. And 

youre red and beautiful, and I love you. Oh, I love you! 



Then the women say, “This is a beautiful baby. We're 

going to find a good home for her.’ 

‘But Mary’s my baby,’ I say. 

‘You're a bad girl, Grace, the women say. “The baby 

doesn’t have a father.’ 

“Tommy's the father, I say. “Tommy’s going to marry me.’ 

“Tommy's dead, they say, ‘and you're not married. The 

baby comes with us.’ 

‘NO! Where are you going? What are you doing? That’s 

my baby. You can’t take my baby away! Tommy’s coming 

home. He’s going to marry me. Mary! MARY! Where’s my 

baby? I want my baby!’ 



This is my house. ’m waiting for my baby. People come 

and people go. People live here and people die here. But I’m 

always here. I’m waiting for my baby. 
* * * 

I can hear a baby now. 

‘Come to Grace, little one. Come to Grace. Grace is 

waiting for you.’ 



Chapter 2 We love this house 

Sue: 2001 

‘Hello, Mum. It's Sue ... What? ... Yes. I’ve got a new 

home. It’s a small house and it’s only £250 a month ... Yes, 

Mum, I’m here now and it’s really beautiful. Sammy likes it, 

too. She’s smiling. You're going to love it. 
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“What? ... Yes, Mum. The house is very old ... Yes, I 

know. But it’s really cheap ... Why? Because it needs a lot 

of work ... Yes, of course there’s a bathroom, but it’s really 

cold and dark. ’'m going to make it all white ... Yes, Mum. 

I am thinking about Sammy. She’s going to be very happy 

here. She's going to have a nice room with a big window. 

There’s a tree outside. Her bed can be near the window. She’s 

watching the tree now. Can you hear her? She's laughing. 



“Yes, Mum. I know you can’t get here. I understand. It’s 

OK. You have your work. But I’m going to be happy here. 

Sammy and I are going to be OK. We love this house. 

‘Why are you asking about Pete? I’m not living with Pete 

now ... No, Pete doesn’t know I’m here ... Why? Because 

I don't want him here. You know why ... No, he’s not 

going to change. Pete is Pete. He’s never going to change. 

He’s never going to work. He just drinks ... Yes, I know 

you dont like him. You always say that. You're right. You're 

always right. What can I say? Pete’s not a good man. I know 

that now ... No, I don’t know. Why do people marry? ... 

Love? No, I don’t love him now, but he is Sammy’s father. 

He’s always going to be Sammy’s father ... Yes, I’m going to 

talk to him, but he’s not going to come here ... Because I’m 

happy without him. 
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‘Mum, can you hear that? It’s Sammy. She’s laughing 

again. There's a picture in this room. It’s a really nice picture. 

There's a girl at a window. She’s really pretty ... Yes, it’s a 

really old picture. The girl’s very sad. I think she’s waiting 

for someone. Sammy loves looking at the picture ... 
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‘No, I know Sammy’s a baby and babies can’t understand 

pictures. But listen. She’s laughing. She’s happy here. ’m 

happy here. Everything’s going to be OK. Bye, Mum.’ 
* * * 

‘Hello, Sammy, my darling. You're looking at the girl in the 

window. She’s a pretty girl. Who is she?’ 

15 



Chapter 3 This is my house 

Grace 

I’m the girl in the picture and this is my house. My name is 

Grace. I’m always here. Sometimes people come here. They 

come into this room and they say, ‘It’s a nice house, but it’s 

very old. It needs work.’ 

I don't want them to come here. 

Sometimes they see me. They say, “Look at that picture. It 
looks old. There’s a girl at the window.’ 

Then they say, ‘Isn’t she pretty?’ or, “She's very sad.’ 

I’m the girl at the window in the picture. Am I pretty? I 

don't know. 

16 



The picture is in a room and the room has a window, 

too. I look out of the window in the picture and I see the 

window in the room. And I look out of the window in the 

room and I see a tree. I see the tree in the wind. The wind 

blows the tree. Whoooooo00. | watch the wind and J listen to 

the wind. I love listening to the wind. 

cree 
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People come to the house and they come into my room. 

Whoooooo00. | blow and then the room’s very cold. The 

people say, “There’s something I don’t like about this house. 

It’s cold. It’s really cold.’ Then they go away. And I’m happy. 

Today a man comes to the house with a girl. The man 

finds people to live in the house. He comes here with lots 

of people. I blow whooovo000 and then the people don't 

come again. But this girl has a baby. The girl is pretty; she’s 

seventeen or eighteen. Her baby’s very small. I think, “This 

is going to be my baby.’ I don’t blow whoovo0000. 

; 
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The girl talks to her baby. She says, “This is a beautiful 

house. Yes ... yes it is, isn’t it, Sammy?” 

I say hello to the baby and the baby can hear me. She 

makes a happy noise. 

‘You're happy here, Sammy,’ says the girl. “You like this 

house.’ 

‘It’s very cheap, says the man to the girl. “You're going to 

be happy here.’ 

I sing to the baby and she laughs. 

‘Sammy likes this house,’ says the girl. The baby laughs. 

‘Yes, the girl tells the man. “Yes, I want this house and this 

is going to be Sammy’s room.’ 

MES: 
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Chapter 4 Somethings happening! 

Sue 

‘No, Mr Price, I want someone today ... Yes, today. Today 

isnt tomorrow ... Yes, I know you have a lot of work. I 

know I don’t have much money ... Yes, I know you're cheap 

and youre helping me. But you can’t start something and 

then stop it. The wiring is bad — really-bad. And I have a 

baby in this house ... What? OK, Mr Price. Tomorrow. 

Tomorrow morning. Goodbye then.’ 
* * * 
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‘Hello, Sammy darling. How are you? Mummy’s very angry 

because the men aren't here today. No, Mr Price can’t come 

today and his men aren't doing our wiring. And Mummy 

isn't happy. No, she isn’t. Mummy is really angry. 

‘Sammy? Look at Mummy. Come on, Sammy. Don’t 

look at the picture. Mummy’s talking to you. Why are you 

looking at the picture? I think I’m going to take you into 

my room today. You come with Mummy. 

Zi 



‘Ow! What's that? What's happening? There’s no-one 

here, but ... I don’t understand. Ow! Who’s there? What's 

happening? 

‘Help! I don’t like this. Sammy! Come with Mummy. 

There’s something bad in this room and I don’ like it.’ 
? 

* * * 
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‘Hi, Mum, it’s me, Sue ... No, ’m OK. Yes, I know you're 

working. Well, there is something ... I don’t know what it 

is, but there’s something. It’s this house ... What? I don't 

know. Just something ... I don’t know. It’s not a happy 

house. And the wiring is really bad ... Yes, Mr Price’s men 

are going to come, tomorrow ... Of course I’m thinking 

about Sammy. I’m her mother. But what can I do? I don’t 

have any money. I can't go to a hotel. Are you going to give 

me money for a hotel? No ... Then I’m not going to a hotel 

... No, I’m not going to ask Pete for the money. I don’t want 

him here. I don’t want him to know I’m here. You know 

that. 

‘Sorry, Mum, Sammy’s crying. Bye, Mum. I must give 

Sammy her lunch ... No, it’s not easy ... You're right, it’s 

not the house, it’s me. Tomorrow I’m going to laugh about 

it. But today’s a bad day. OK, Mum. Bye.’ 



Chapter 5 Sammy is my baby 

Grace 

This isn’t good. The girl, Sue, is taking the baby into her 

room. But this is Sammy’s room. Sammy’s with me; she’s 

my baby now. I don’t like that name. Sammy’s a boy’s name. 

But she’s a girl, a beautiful girl. Mary’s a pretty name. 

Ah! Sue’s putting Sammy into her bed. She’s here with me 

again. 

‘Hello, Sammy. You're my baby. Yes. You're smiling at me. 

I can see you. 

‘Oh Sammy, I’m very sad. I want my Mary. But now I 

have you and youre not Mary. Where’s Mary? Where’s 

Tommy? I’m waiting, waiting. And I’m very sad. 
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‘Don't cry, Sammy. You're a very good baby. Yes. I’m going 

to sing to you. You like my songs. I’m going to sing and 

youre going to sleep. You're my baby now.’ 
* * > 

What's happening? What's that noise? 

It’s a fire! The house is on fire. 

‘Sammy! You must come with me. Come here, out of 

your bed. I have you. Grace is going to take you. 

‘Dont cry, my little darling. I’m here; Grace is here. You're 

with me now. Everything’s going to be all right. Grace is 

going to sing to you.’ 
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Chapter 6 Fire! 

Sue 

‘Is that 999? Fire, please. Quickly. Hello? Please, help me! 

My house is on fire! Please come quickly! My baby’s in the 

next room and my bedroom door’s on fire ... Yes, it’s The 

White House, The Street, Eastham. It’s on the left. It’s a 

small, white house.’ 
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Oh! What’s that noise? The fire’s really bad. I must get my 

baby. Sammy! 

‘Yes, I’m listening to you. But please help me! You must 

help my baby! ’'m in my bedroom and it’s on fire. The 

door’s on fire and my baby’s in the next room ... Yes, I’m 

going to listen to you ... Yes, I can stop shouting and listen. 

But I can’t get to my baby. It’s going to be too late ... 

‘Yes, OK. I’m on the floor by the window now ... Yes, I’m 

going to wait for the firemen. But please come quickly!’ 
k > * 

‘Yes, I’m listening. The firemen are here? Yes? But where's 

my baby? I can’t...’ 

Pa 



Chapter 7 I can leave now 

Grace 

‘Sshh. It’s all right, Sammy. I’m here. Grace is here and 

nothing bad is going to happen. You're beautiful, Sammy. 

My beautiful baby. The fire’s very hot, but it’s not going 

to come near you. I’m going to sing to you. You love my 

singing.’ 
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The fire’s really hot. I can feel it. But I have to be here with 

Sammy. 

‘I love you, Sammy. You're my baby.’ 

I can hear someone. It’s Tommy! 

“Tommy, where are you? It’s me, Grace. I’m here. I can 

see you now. I can see you and Mary. You're waiting for me. 

Afterall this time. I’m coming! I’m coming!’ 

But what about Sammy? I can’t leave Sammy. 

Now there are men here. They have water. They're putting 

water on the fire. It’s all right. I can leave now. Everything's 

all right. 

“Tommy, can you see me? It’s Grace. I’m here. I’m here.’ 
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Chapter 8 Weve waiting for you 

Sue 

‘Mum? It’s Sue. I’m in the hospital. I’m OK. 
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‘Where are you? ... On the train? One hour? Oh, good! I 

really want to see you. Oh, Mum... 

‘Yes, Sammy's OK. Yes, I feel all right now, but I can’t 

talk very well. Yes, I’m all right ... The house? No, there’s 

no house now ... Yes, a very bad fire ... Yes, the wiring ... 

Sammy? She’s OK ,.. No, I don’t understand how. The 

firemen don't understand how. But the doctors say she’s 

OK. 

‘Mum, do you really? You want me near you? You're going 

to take me home with you? Oh yes! Yes. I need you, Mum 

... I love you, too. Please come. We're waiting for you, 

Mum.’ 
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